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he wrote in 1830: "My own private mind has been
slowly and reluctantly advancing to the belief that
the present mode of choosing the Chief Magistrate
threatens the most serious danger to the public
happiness. The passions of men are influenced to
so fearful an extent, large masses are so embittered
against each other, that I dread the consequences.
. . . Age is, perhaps, unreasonably timid. Cer-
tain it is that I now dread consequences that I
once thought imaginary. I feel disposed to take
refuge under some less turbulent and less danger-
ous mode of choosing the Chief Magistrate." Then
follows the suggestion that the people of the United
States elect a body of persons equal in number to
one-third of the Senate and that the President be
chosen from among this body by lot. Marshall's
suggestion seems absurd enough today, but it
should be remembered that his fears of national dis-
order as a result of strong party feeling at the time
of presidential elections were thoroughly realized in
1860 when Lincoln's election led to secession and
civil war, and that sixteen years later, in the Hayes-
Tilden contest, a second dangerous crisis was
narrowly averted.

In the campaign of 1832 Marshall espoused pri-
vately the cause of Clay and the United States